
Observations from Isaiah
Lesson II : Israel’s Failure to Lovingly Obey the Lord (1:1-31)

“While chs. 1-5 may be justly said to introduce the book as a whole, it may also be said that ch. 1 introduces the introduction.
In a very succinct way this chapter details Judah’s situation in God’s sight and calls them to return to him.... [T]he chapter
sets the stage for what follows, declaring the inevitably destructive results of leaving God, the foolishness of rote religion, the
necessity of justice, the corruption of the leadership, and in it all the possibility of redemption and restoration. These are the
great themes of the book and they are stated in a grippingly concise. way here.”  [John N. Oswalt, New International Commentary on the

Old Testament: The Book of Isaiah, Eerdmans Publishing Co, Grand Rapids MI, 1986]     The first chapter contains the basic themes of Isaiah’s
ministry:  the sinfulness of Judah and Jerusalem (v3-8), the tender appeals of the Lord (v16-19), the certainty of the coming
judgement (v24,25,29-31), and the blessedness of the salvation to come (v26,27).

I.  Judah’s Sinful Condition (1:1-9)
A.  The Prologue (1:1-3)

The vision concerning Judah and
Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz saw
during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
Hear, O heavens! Listen, O earth! For
the LORD has spoken: “I reared
children and brought them up, but they
have rebelled against me. The ox
knows his master, the donkey his
owner’s manger, but Israel does not
know, my people do not understand.”
(NIV)

The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz,
which he saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of
Judah. Hear, O heavens, and give ear,
O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I
have nourished and brought up
children, and they have rebelled against
me. The ox knoweth his owner, and the
ass his master’s crib: but Israel doth not
know, my people doth not consider.
(KJV)

The Visions of Isaiah son of Amoz, that
he hath seen concerning Judah and
Jerusalem, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz, Hezekiah, kings of Judah. Hear, O
heavens, and give ear, O earth, For
Jehovah hath spoken: Sons I have
nourished and brought up, And they —
they transgressed against Me. An ox hath
known its owner, And an ass the crib of its
master, Israel hath not known, My people
hath not understood. (YLT)

ISAIAH’S VISION   —   Isaiah’s vision is not a reference to inward sight or perception, nor metaphorical for Isaiah’s own
perceptive powers. Rather it signifies the “sight” God had placed in the prophet’s mind or had revealed to him. Thus what is given
in his book is heavenly in origin, not human opinion or reasonings but a special revelation of God to Isaiah which in some
sense inexplicable to us was “seen” by him.  [Edward J. Young, The Book of Isaiah, Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 1965; reprinted 1997]

THE HEAVENS AND EARTH TESTIFY   —   At Israel’s beginning, Moses stated they would turn from the Lord and called
upon the heavens and earth to testify against them:

“This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and
curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his
voice, and hold fast to him.... Assemble before me all the elders of your tribes and all your officials, so that I can speak
these words in their hearing and call heaven and earth to testify against them.... Listen, O heavens, and I will speak;
hear, O earth, the words of my mouth...” (Deut 30:19,20; 31:28; 32:1)  

“[T]he appeal to the heavens and the earth is not merely a matter of legality; it is a matter of the whole order of life. What
God’s people are doing is an offense against nature. Sin, pride, and oppression are contrary to creation as God envisioned it.
An ox or an ass is intelligent enough to know to whom it belongs and upon whom it can depend. But God’s children are not
so. Thus the stars and the earth following obediently in their courses are called to see the spectacle of thinking, feeling human
beings living in ways which are contrary to their own natures.”  [Oswalt]     “Inasmuch as men are ‘bereft of their senses’
(Calvin), the prophet invokes elements of the creation which are without feeling, namely, heaven and earth. When insensate
objects are commanded to witness a condemnation of sensible creatures, the guilt of the latter must truly be great.”  [Young]    
Thus it may be stated even unfeeling inanimate elements are regarded more faithful than Israel.

GOD’S GOODNESS / ISRAEL’S REBELLION   —   Isaiah emphasizes the fact Israel was the “son” of God, not only in being
adopted and created by Him but also in His watch care over them (v2b). The contrast however (note “children” and “they” are
emphatic; see YLT) is after all the Lord’s done for them, they rebelled (“I reared... they rebelled”).  “Rebelled is a particularly
appropriate word for the theology of apostasy expounded in the Vision. It fits the parent-child analogy as well as it does the
king-subject pattern. It reflects the deep emotion of the problem and its effects on relationship. It shows the deliberately willed
nature of the issue: the unwillingness to recognize the nature of the relationship to God as parent or king and to draw the
consequences of that relation and the dependence that it implies.”  [John D. W. Watts, Word Biblical Commentary: Isaiah, Word Books,

Waco TX, 1985]     “Unlike the pagan religions, in which the god’s fatherhood was primarily seen in terms of begetting, the
Hebrews saw God in the role of nurturing and rearing Father (cf. Hos. 11:1; Ezek. 16:1ff.). This view made rebellion against
him all the more unnatural. To refuse to submit to the one who engendered you is bad enough; to refuse to submit to the one
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who has cared for you is incomprehensible.”  [Oswalt]     “Against Me ...”  —  all sin, whether the sinner realizes it or not, is
against God (Ps 51:4). Israel’s rebellion is contrasted with the faithfulness of two of the dullest animals, the ox and donkey, the
ignorant beasts acting more wisely than Israel. From Motyer, Isaiah: Sin (both Judah’s and our’s) is unnatural, which can be
seen by looking at common actions of beasts! Why do we disobey? — the answer is our minds (know ... understand) or the
heart of man; there is nothing external coercing our rebellion.   “Household animals learn and remember to whom they
belong. They recognize their owners, their lords.... Only mankind rebels, refusing the most elementary recognition of the one
who owns him.”  [Watts]

B.  The Condition of the Nation (1:4-9)

Ah, sinful nation, a people loaded with
guilt, a brood of evildoers, children
given to corruption! They have
forsaken the LORD; they have spurned
the Holy One of Israel and turned their
backs on him. Why should you be
beaten anymore? Why do you persist in
rebellion? Your whole head is injured,
your whole heart afflicted. From the
sole of your foot to the top of your head
there is no soundness — only wounds
and welts and open sores, not cleansed
or bandaged or soothed with oil. Your
country is desolate, your cities burned
with fire; your fields are being stripped
by foreigners right before you, laid
waste as when overthrown by
strangers. The Daughter of Zion is left
like a shelter in a vineyard, like a hut
in a field of melons, like a city under
siege. Unless the LORD Almighty had
left us some survivors, we would have
become like Sodom, we would have
been like Gomorrah. (NIV)

Ah sinful nation, a people laden with
iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that
are corrupters: they have forsaken the
LORD, they have provoked the Holy One
of Israel unto anger, they are gone away
backward. Why should ye be stricken any
more? ye will revolt more and more: the
whole head is sick, and the whole heart
faint. From the sole of the foot even unto
the head there is no soundness in it; but
wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores:
they have not been closed, neither bound
up, neither mollified with ointment. Your
country is desolate, your cities are burned
with fire: your land, strangers devour it in
your presence, and it is desolate, as
overthrown by strangers. And the
daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a
vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of
cucumbers, as a besieged city. Except the
LORD of hosts had left unto us a very
small remnant, we should have been as
Sodom, and we should have been like unto
Gomorrah. (KJV)

Ah, sinning nation, a people heavy
[with] iniquity, A seed of evil doers,
sons — corrupters! They have forsaken
Jehovah, They have despised the Holy
One of Israel, They have gone away
backward. Wherefore are ye stricken
any more? Ye do add apostacy! Every
head is become diseased, and every
heart [is] sick. From the sole of the foot
— unto the head, There is no
soundness in it, Wound, and bruise, and
fresh smiting! They have not been
closed nor bound, Nor have they
softened with ointment. Your land [is] a
desolation, your cities burnt with fire,
Your ground, before you strangers are
consuming it, And a desolation as
overthrown by strangers! And left hath
been the daughter of Zion, As a booth
in a vineyard, As a lodge in a place of
cucumbers — as a city besieged. Unless
Jehovah of Hosts had left to us a
remnant, Shortly — as Sodom we had
been, To Gomorrah we had been like!
(YLT)

THE CONNECTION BETWEEN LOVE AND OBEDIENCE   —   “Having compared his people unfavorably to the natural
world, which demonstrates wisdom and orderly obedience, the prophet now turns to a direct description of their condition.
They are sinful and corrupt, having forsaken the Lord. The poetic form is instructive in that the two parts [of verse 4] seem to
be synonymous. Thus, to be sinful is to spurn the Lord and vice versa. What this points up is the intimate connection between
the moral life and one’s relationship to God. Morality without submission to the One from whom morality stems may be
merely another form of human pride. On the other hand, sin and evil, guilt and corruption, cannot be avoided when the vital
link with the personal Lord is removed.”  [Oswalt]

GRIEVANCE OVER SIN   —    Isaiah begins with “Ah”, a difficult word to translate according to Young. It could have the
sense of “alas!” as if including pain, pity, wonder and deep abhorrence at the unbelievable ingratitude of the nation. God is grieved
by sin, and Isaiah, with the heart of a true evangelist, grieves with the Lord. “Words are not sufficient to express Isaiah’s
feelings; he must break forth into an agonizing cry.”  [Young]

PRIVILEGE GIVEN AND LOST   —   Isaiah lists four nouns of privilege to describe Israel: a unique nation, a redeemed
people, the “seed” or brood (of Abraham), and the children of God. Combined with these four descriptions of privilege are
four descriptions of lost ideals: 

sinful  —  or “going on sinning”, missing God’s target

loaded with guilt  —  possibly “heavy with”, in the sense that the Lord who carried them felt the burden as well as
they; guilt = iniquity, sin as corruption of character and manner

evildoers  —  the chosen seed had become those who do evil

given to corruption  —  acting corrupted, spoiled, ruined

They have forsaken ... spurned ... turned their backs: all sin is essentially a sustained rejection of the Lord.  They became what
they were prior to redemption.  It is interesting in that the Hebrew word for ‘have forsaken’ is the word used in the O.T. for
divorce!

THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL   —   Note how Isaiah refers to the God they were rejecting: the Holy One of Israel, a title
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used frequently in Isaiah. The very height of Judah’s privilege, to know the Lord in the fullness of His holiness and holy
nature, became the benchmark of the depth of their fall.     “The first appearance of ‘the Holy One of Israel’ is significant in
this context. This understanding of God makes the rejection of him all the more reprehensible. Their God is the Holy One.
There is no other God for them. He is the only one who is truly Other and thus deserving of their worship. But his otherness is
not merely a matter of essence; it is also a matter of character. The otherness of this God is distinctively moral. Thus to act
immorally is a particular affront to him, and to forsake him is to be doomed to act immorally. But he is not merely the Holy
One; he is the Holy One of Israel. This altogether good One, the only almighty One, has committed himself to Israel, and
Israel’s response has been an almost casual rejection of him.”  [Oswalt]

THE INVASION   —    In v5,7 Isaiah describes Israel metaphorically, in v7,8 he replaces the metaphor with the actual
conditions. The exact invasion Isaiah is referring to here is questioned, with the commentators stating it is not possible to know
with any certainty. Possible choices include the Aram-Ephraim invasion of 735 BC (noted in 2 Kings 15:37-16:6; 2 Chron 28)
or the Assyrian attack in 701 BC (Isa 36,37; 2 Chron 32). Grogan states the description in v7-9 of Jerusalem isolated and
besieged harmonizes well with Sennacherib’s own description found in ancient documents. But which exact invasion referenced
here is unimportant; the important thing is Isaiah views history as the “arena of divine moral judgement”.

A CRIPPLED NATION   —   The enemy’s attacks have left the nation crippled (v5,6) from the top of their head to the bottom of
their feet, inwardly (heart) and outwardly (head ... foot), and without remedy (not cleansed, bandaged, nor soothed with oil). The
words describe injuries received in battle: slash wounds, lacerations, and bleeding wounds.  In v8 Isaiah likened the situation in
the land to the roughly made shelters of the farmer’s watchmen, standing desolate against the skyline once harvest was over. These
were not only natural incidences but divine chastisement with more to follow if they persist in their rebellion.  “The figurative
flogging has left wound over festered wound, until there seems no spot on the bruised, bleeding body where the whip can be
applied. The horrible figure then turns toward an equally revolting historical reality: the ravages of war across a countryside,
scarring the fields with fire and the cities with destruction.”  [Watts]

THE “CRIPPLING” WAS MORAL   —   “None of Isaiah’s kings (1:1) were inept. They managed a sound economy and
followed clever policies, yet the land was devastated (5c-7), fragile internally (8bc) and threatened externally (8d). The key to
national well-being is righteousness, i.e. what is right with God (Prov 14:34), and in this the prophet records dismal failure.” 
[Alec Motyer, Tyndale OT Commentaries: Isaiah, InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove IL, 1999]

THE REMNANT   —   literally “survivors”. In v9 Isaiah directs our attention to the part the Lord has played: if not for the Lord
keeping the remnant in existence, they would have been totally destroyed. The world is left without hope but for the Lord’s
people, there’s another factor. Merit says one thing, mercy says another.  He is the Lord Almighty (lit. the LORD of [who is]
hosts), indicating that in Himself He is and has every potentiality and power. He is therefore sovereign to act in whatever way
accords with His nature. The same Lord who judges (v2) also acts in grace (v9) as it pleases Him!  “Although Zion is little
more than a shack in a vineyard, she is at least that. There is hope for her; she is not completely destroyed. That this is so, the
prophet makes plain, is God’s doing. The clear implication is that God could have made his people like Sodom and Gomorrah
— extinct. But he has chosen not to. This is not an act of weakness, for it is the Lord of Hosts who has done this. This
appellation is a favorite phrase among the prophets, occurring in all but Ezekiel, Joel, Obadiah, and Jonah as an indication of
God’s power in human affairs. He is the God who has numberless hosts to do his bidding in any affair at any moment (2 K.
6:15-18). This is the One who has spared a remnant for Israel.”  [Oswalt]     “In Sodom and Gomorrah there had been no
remnant; therefore the destruction which came upon them had been complete. A remnant has been preserved from Israel and
hence Israel’s destruction will not be complete. For the sake of the righteous remnant, itself not deserving to be spared, the
nation is spared a full overthrow. Consequently, the attitude of the nation toward the righteous should ever be one of deep
gratitude. Instead, the righteous are hated by the world, even though for the sake of the righteous the destruction of the wicked
is postponed.”  [Young]

II.  God’s Judgement Upon Judah (1:10-31)
A.  Judah’s Hypocritical Worship (1:10-17)

Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers
of Sodom; listen to the law of our God,
you people of Gomorrah! “The
multitude of your sacrifices — what are
they to me?” says the LORD. “I have
more than enough of burnt offerings, of
rams and the fat of fattened animals; I
have no pleasure in the blood of bulls
and lambs and goats. When you come to
appear before me, who has asked this of
you, this trampling of my courts? Stop
bringing meaningless offerings! Your
incense is detestable to me. New Moons,
Sabbaths and convocations — I cannot

Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of
Sodom; give ear unto the law of our
God, ye people of Gomorrah. To what
purpose is the multitude of your
sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: I
am full of the burnt offerings of rams,
and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight
not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs,
or of he goats. When ye come to appear
before me, who hath required this at
your hand, to tread my courts? Bring no
more vain oblations; incense is an
abomination unto me; the new moons
and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies,

Hear the word of Jehovah, ye rulers of
Sodom, Give ear to the law of our God,
ye people of Gomorrah, Why to Me the
abundance of your sacrifices? saith
Jehovah, I have been satiated [with]
burnt-offerings of rams, And fat of
fatlings; And blood of bullocks, and
lambs, And he-goats I have not desired.
When ye come in to appear before Me,
Who hath required this of your hand, To
trample My courts? Add not to bring in
a vain present, Incense — an
abomination it [is] to Me, New moon,
and sabbath, calling of convocation!
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bear your evil assemblies. Your New
Moon festivals and your appointed
feasts my soul hates. They have become
a burden to me; I am weary of bearing
them. When you spread out your hands
in prayer, I will hide my eyes from you;
even if you offer many prayers, I will not
listen. Your hands are full of blood;
wash and make yourselves clean. Take
your evil deeds out of my sight! Stop
doing wrong, learn to do right! Seek
justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend
the cause of the fatherless, plead the
case of the widow. (NIV)

I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even
the solemn meeting. Your new moons
and your appointed feasts my soul
hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am
weary to bear them. And when ye spread
forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes
from you: yea, when ye make many
prayers, I will not hear: your hands are
full of blood. Wash you, make you
clean; put away the evil of your doings
from before mine eyes; cease to do evil;
learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve
the oppressed, judge the fatherless,
plead for the widow. (KJV)

Rendure not iniquity — and a restraint!
Your new moons and your set seasons
hath My soul hated, They have been
upon me for a burden, I have been
weary of bearing. And in your spreading
forth your hands, I hide mine eyes from
you, Also when ye increase prayer, I do
not hear, Your hands of blood have been
full. Wash ye, make ye pure, Turn aside
the evil of your doings, from before
Mine eyes, Cease to do evil, learn to do
good. Seek judgment, make happy the
oppressed, Judge the fatherless, strive
[for] the widow. (YLT)

Although a new section of the chapter begins, the reference to Sodom and Gomorrah connect this with the preceding. “A remnant
has been spared, and consequently the fate of Judah was not that of Sodom; nevertheless, in respect to iniquity, Jerusalem has
become a spiritual Sodom, and her inhabitants a people of Gomorrah.”  [Young]

EMPTY RELIGION   —   What was Isaiah’s condemnation? Not that they did not practice their religion  (sacrifices ...
offerings ... appear before Me ... trampling God’s court [temple attendance] ... Sabbaths ... assemblies)  but that their
religion was merely an outward formality without inward spiritual morality  (your hands are full of blood ... evil deeds ... stop
doing wrong ... seek justice ... help the orphan and widow; note these words are in the imperative mood; i.e., they are
commands).   “Hypocrites abound in outward religious observances just in proportion to their neglect of the spiritual
requirements of God’s word.”  [Barnes; quoted in Young]     “The failure to accompany sacrificial and festal worship with a lifestyle
of justice and righteousness is the problem. The latter invalidates the former.”  [Watts]     “[Isaiah may be] addressing an
unrecorded response to his previous statement. According to this hypothesis, the response would have been something like,
‘We are not rebellious! How dare you call us sick and desolate? Look at the temple. Look at how faithful we are in worship.’
To those statements, then, Isaiah responds with his biting denunciation of their hypocrisy. How dismayed they must have been
when their defense became in his hand only further evidence of their apostasy.”  [Oswalt]

MAKE GOD AN IDOL? THEN HE WILL ACT AS AN IDOL   —   “The nation ... had become guilty of idolatry, seeking to
worship him as though approaching an idol. He would therefore be to Judah as an idol. The idol could not open its eyes, so he
would not open his eyes. The idol could not hear, so he would not hear the multiplied prayer. People who thus sin deserve only
an idol. But there was a difference. In reality God was not acting as an idol. He closed his eyes and ears, it is true, but in so
doing rejected the worship and prepared to bring judgment upon the worshiper.”  [Young]

THE COMFORT OF THE EXTERNAL   —   “The tendency of the Hebrew people is easily understood. Throughout the
history of religion the trend has always been to maximize the physical while minimizing the spiritual. The physical aspects of
religion are observable and, to some extent, measurable, whereas the spiritual aspects are very difficult to measure. How can
you be sure you are being loving toward your neighbor? Yet you can count the number of times you have gone to church, and
you can record the amount of money you have given.”  [Oswalt]

B.  An Appeal to Repentance (1:18-23)

“Come now, let us reason together,” says
the LORD. “Though your sins are like
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they are red as crimson, they shall
be like wool. If you are willing and
obedient, you will eat the best from the
land; but if you resist and rebel, you will
be devoured by the sword.” For the mouth
of the LORD has spoken. See how the
faithful city has become a harlot! She
once was full of justice; righteousness
used to dwell in her — but now
murderers! Your silver has become dross,
your choice wine is diluted with water.
Your rulers are rebels, companions of
thieves; they all love bribes and chase
after gifts. They do not defend the cause
of the fatherless; the widow’s case does
not come before them. (NIV)

Come now, and let us reason together,
saith the LORD: though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson, they
shall be as wool. If ye be willing and
obedient, ye shall eat the good of the
land: but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall
be devoured with the sword: for the
mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.
How is the faithful city become an
harlot! it was full of judgment;
righteousness lodged in it; but now
murderers. Thy silver is become dross,
thy wine mixed with water: thy princes
are rebellious, and companions of
thieves: every one loveth gifts, and
followeth after rewards: they judge not
the fatherless, neither doth the cause of
the widow come unto them. (KJV)

Come, I pray you, and we reason, saith
Jehovah, If your sins are as scarlet, as
snow they shall be white, If they are red
as crimson, as wool they shall be! If ye
are willing, and have hearkened, The
good of the land ye consume,  and if ye
refuse, and have rebelled, [By] the
sword ye are consumed, For the mouth
of Jehovah hath spoken. How hath a
faithful city become a harlot? I have
filled it [with] judgment, Righteousness
lodgeth in it — now murderers. Thy
silver hath become dross, Thy drink
polluted with water. Thy princes [are]
apostates, and companions of thieves,
Every one loving a bribe, and pursuing
rewards, The fatherless they judge not,
And the plea of the widow cometh not to
them. (YLT)
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COME NOW ...   —   ‘Come now’ expresses various emotions, and is used by persons of different positions, as by an equal to
another (e.g., Gen 19:32; 31:44; 1 Sam 20:11; 2 Kings 14:8), by a superior to an inferior (e.g., Judg 19:18; 1 Sam 9:10; 14:1), or
by an inferior to a superior (e.g., Judg 19:11).   “The phrase commonly introduces a proposal for the mutual benefit of the
parties, or, at least, for that of the party addressed.”  [George B. Gray, International Critical Commentary: The Book of Isaiah, Charles Scribner’s
Sons, New York NY, 1912]

LET US REASON TOGETHER   —   Gray: The various efforts to render this Hebrew word show how difficult it is to discover
an English equivalent that fits both the word and context. This form of ths word is used in Gen 20:16 ‘to be righted’; in Job 23:7 it
means ‘to argue with, to put one’s case.’ It sometimes appears in the context of a lawsuit; hence many claim that it means here ‘let
us go to law with one another, carry on litigation with one another.’ Gray translates it ‘Let us reprove one another.’ Oswalt: ‘Let
us argue it out together.’  Watts: ‘Let us test each other.’

This must not be misunderstood however that Israel could negotiate their sinful status before the Lord (nor that we as sinners
could do the same) but rather that He is “open to discuss” the accusation made against them by the Lord. “‘This verse contains an
invitation to discuss the question whether God was willing or unwilling to show mercy, implying that reason as well as justice
was on His side, and asserting His power and His willingness to pardon the most aggravated sins.’ Inasmuch as God is thus
willing to reason with the nation, the blame for its destruction falls back on itself.”  [Young; quote comes from Alexander]     “[T]he
Lord calls his people to the bar of his justice where, of course, they can only be found guilty. But it is there that they hear the
words of free pardon based on the substitutionary death of a divinely appointed sacrifice. The Lord’s pardon, like all his
actions, accords perfectly with his justice.”  [Motyer]

SINS FORGIVEN  ...  IF YOU REPENT   —   The Lord offers forgiveness to Israel but not without condition. The Lord goes
direct from “you may be forgiven freely” (v18) to “if you repent” (v19,20).  “After the announcement that there may be
forgiveness of sins, the Lord still places before the nation the choice between blessing and curse, a choice which had been set
before it under Moses (Deut 28).”  [Young]     “Yahweh signals a willingness to negotiate. Guilt can be forgiven, former insults
forgotten. But proper attitude is not negotiable in the covenant. The basic alternatives that Deuteronomy recorded for the
covenant still apply. When the daughter is ‘willing’ and attentive to the father’s will, the promise of good things is still valid.
But for the consistently negative and obstinate, there is no room for grace.”  [Watts]

LAMENT   —   v21-23 presents a sub-division, lamenting the condition of Jerusalem in both a complaint and amazement. In v21
Jerusalem is likened to an adulterous woman, in v22 as items pure which have been adulterated and contaminated. Silver: not that
there’s a speck of contamination here and there but rather the silver as a whole has turned to dross (waste product taken off molten
metal during smelting). Wine: the Hebrew word here denotes fine wine, weakened and destroyed by water. “Jerusalem once
possessed something desirable, represented by silver and choice wine. A great change, however, has come over the city; the silver
and choice wine are gone, and in their place are dross and wine mixed with water.”  [Young]

REBELLIOUS LEADERS   —    The rulers rebelled against the Lord, not necessarily by relying on Assyria but rather in a
general rebellion of heart and life against God. What began in the heart however affected their outward being, with the rulers
becoming companions of thieves. “Throughout his entire prophecy Isaiah sets forth the Lord as the only hope of man. Only
through being willing and hearkening will a reversal of the present condition come about. The fallacy of that modern
phenomenon, sometimes known as the ‘social gospel’, is found in its low estimate of the nature of sin. A mere program of
[improvement] will not suffice for the heart that is rebellious against God. What is needed is a new heart, and only from the
Lord Himself may such a heart be obtained.”  [Young]

C.  The Announcement of Coming Judgement (1:24-31)

Therefore the Lord, the LORD
Almighty, the Mighty One of Israel,
declares: “Ah, I will get relief from my
foes and avenge myself on my enemies.
I will turn my hand against you; I will
thoroughly purge away your dross and
remove all your impurities. I will restore
your judges as in days of old, your
counselors as at the beginning.
Afterward you will be called the City of
Righteousness, the Faithful City.” Zion
will be redeemed with justice, her
penitent ones with righteousness. But
rebels and sinners will both be broken,
and those who forsake the LORD will
perish. “You will be ashamed because of
the sacred oaks in which you have
delighted; you will be disgraced because

Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of
hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I
will ease me of mine adversaries, and
avenge me of mine enemies: and I will
turn my hand upon thee, and purely
purge away thy dross, and take away all
thy tin: and I will restore thy judges as
at the first, and thy counsellers as at the
beginning: afterward thou shalt be
called, The city of righteousness, the
faithful city. Zion shall be redeemed
with judgment, and her converts with
righteousness. And the destruction of
the transgressors and of the sinners
shall be together, and they that forsake
the LORD shall be consumed. For they
shall be ashamed of the oaks which ye
have desired, and ye shall be

Therefore — the affirmation of the Lord
— Jehovah of Hosts, the Mighty One of
Israel: Ah, I am eased of Mine
adversaries, And I am avenged of Mine
enemies, And I turn back My hand upon
thee, And I refine as purity  thy dross,
And I turn aside all thy tin, And I give
back thy judges as at the first, And thy
counsellors as in the beginning, After
this thou art called, A city  of
righteousness — a faithful city. Zion in
judgment is redeemed, And her captivity
in righteousness. And the destruction of
transgressors and sinners [is] together,
And those forsaking Jehovah are
consumed. For [men] are ashamed
because of the oaks That ye have
desired, And ye are confounded because
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of the gardens that you have chosen.
You will be like an oak with fading
leaves, like a garden without water. The
mighty man will become tinder and his
work a spark; both will burn together,
with no one to quench the fire.” (NIV)

confounded for the gardens that ye have
chosen. For ye shall be as an oak whose
leaf fadeth, and as a garden that hath
no water. And the strong shall be as tow,
and the maker of it as a spark, and they
shall both burn together, and none shall
quench them. (KJV)

of the gardens That ye have chosen. For
ye are as an oak whose leaf is fading,
And as a garden that hath no water. And
the strong hath been for tow, And his
work for a spark, And burned have both
of them together, And there is none
quenching! (YLT)

JUDGEMENT WILL COME   —   The Lord’s description of the nation’s condition is true; there is no justice in the land and
therefore the Lord will act. Isaiah reminds us of the statement in v14 (“they have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing
them”) by stating He will avenge Himself upon His enemies.

THE ENEMIES OF GOD   —   These foes of the Lord are not the foreigners but the Israelites themselves. “It is clearly
taught that the one who persists in his sin is an enemy and adversary of God (cp Ez 5:13), and God must be rid of him. God is
truly the master, and when He decides to punish sinners, He is fully able to do so. The sinner, and not merely the sin, is like a
wearisome burden to God, a burden from which He will seek easement.”  [Young]

THE HAND OF GOD   —   “My hand turned against you” either has the connotation of inflicting punishment (as Amos 1:8; Jer
6:9; Ez 38:12; Ps 81:15) or in bringing blessing (Zech 13:7). It is used in the latter sense here. The judgement to come is not for
the purpose of complete destruction but of purification.

THE RESTORATION OF HIS PEOPLE   —   v25-27 speaks of the Lord returning Israel to the days when they were righteous
and followed the Lord. The immediate context gives this the sense of after the judgement of the Lord, the people will be called
faithful and return to the ways of the Lord. But the fullest sense of these verses is yet future, during the reign of the Messiah. Note
the double reference, an important principle in the study of bible prophecy.

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WICKED   —   While the Lord will restore His remnant, He will also visit destruction upon
those who oppose Him. Perish: “shall be consumed, shall come to an end”. The reference is of total destruction, complete
extinction.

ASHAMED OF THEIR TREES   —   The intention here is uncertain; perhaps the Lord was making reference to their pride
in the best of the land, or in mere luxuries. Therefore the sense would be even the best gifts of God may be misused. Another
possibility is the trees are a reference to the deities thought to dwell within, the groves being places of idolatry.  Garden
according to Young supports this concept, stating the reference is definitely an unlawful place of worship.  “Groves refer to pagan
open-air places of worship. They worshiped fruitful nature and sought to participate in its bounty through fertility rites.” 
[Watts]     “Sacred trees played an important part in the Canaanite fertility cult (cf. Deut 12:23; 2 Kings 16:4; Hos 4:13), for
deciduous trees like the oak or terebinth may well have symbolized the death and rebirth of the god. The ‘gardens’ (v. 29) may be
groves of these trees, or, alternatively, (esp. in the light of v. 30) places of sacred springs or wells.”  [Grogan]

PUNISHED WITH THE FRUIT OF THEIR OWN SIN   —   The people under judgement may be taught by their symbols of
apostasy as the folly of turning from God (v29,30), and their actual destruction may come from the very thing our sin has brought
into being (v31).

“Come now, let us reason together,”

says the LORD.

“Though your sins are like scarlet,

they shall be as white as snow;

though they are red as crimson,

they shall be like wool.

— Isaiah 1:18 NIV                                 
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