Loving Obedience

People speak of “deliverables” where | work: “thérexpected as agreed upon.” Ex: an engineering @oynp Mich was contracted
to develop a software package for a portion ofemuipment. Their “deliverables” consisted of alisit-of items the software package
was suppose to perforihat are our “deliverables”? Now that the Lord hasaved us, what is it that He expects from us?

‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is on¥bu shall love the Lord your God with all yourahte with all your
soul, and with all your strengttnd these words which | command you today stesithtyour heart. You shall teach them
diligently to your children, and shall talk of themhen you sit in your house, when you walk by g when you lie down,
and when you rise up.(Deut 6:4-7 NKJV)

‘The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose jecause you were more in number than any otheslpefor you were
the least of all peoples; but because the Lorddoum, and because He would keep the oath whictwidee to your fathers,
the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand] eedeemed you from the house of bondage, fromahe of Pharaoh
king of Egypt. Therefore know that the Lord youd@de is God, the faithful God who keeps covenadtraercy for a
thousand generations with those who love Him armh k¢is commandmentgDeut 7:7-9 NKJV)

‘And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God reguif you, but to fear the Lord your God, to wailkaill His ways and to
love Him, to serve the Lord your God with all yéneart and with all your soul, and to keep the comdmaents of the Lord
and His statutes which | command you today for ymad?' (Deut 10:12,13 NKJV)

‘Therefore you shall love the Lord your God, andgkélis charge, His statutes, His judgments, andddimmandments
always... And it shall be that if you earnestly obey édynmandments which | command you today, to levédhd your
God and serve Him with all your heart and withydlur sou] then | will give you the rain for your land irsiseason, the
early rain and the latter rain, that you may gatheryour grain, your new wine, and your oil. Andill send grass in your
fields for your livestock, that you may eat andilbed.... For if you carefully keep all these amandments which |
command you to do — to love the Lord your Goavdtk in all His ways, and to hold fast to Him then the Lord will
drive out all these nations from before you, and wdll dispossess greater and mightier nations thaorselves.’ (Deut
11:1, 13-15, 22,23 NKJV)

‘If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamfedreams, and he gives you a sign or a wonder,thadign or the
wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to yoingsdyet us go after other gods — which you hasteknown — and let
us serve them, you shall not listen to the wordbatfprophet or that dreamer of dreams, for thed wour God is testing
you to know whether you love the Lord your God witlyour heart and with all your souYou shall walk after the Lord
your God and fear Him, and keep His commandmerdaey His voice; you shall serve Him and hold fadtlim.” (Deut
13:1-4 NKJV)

‘Now if the Lord your God enlarges your territogs He swore to your fathers, and gives you the lahidh He promised to
give to your fathers, and if you keep all thesemamdments and do them, which | command you todagvé the Lord
your God and to walk always in His wayisen you shall add three more cities for yourbelides these threg¢Deut 19:8,9
NKJV; instruction re: cities of refuge)

‘Now it shall come to pass, when all these thingme upon you, the blessing and the curse whiclvé kat before you, and
you call them to mind among all the nations wheeeltord your God drives you, and you return toltbed your God and
obey His voice, according to all that | command Y@day, you and your children, with all your heartd with all your soyl
that the Lord your God will bring you back from ¢iafity, and have compassion on you, and gatheragain from all the
nations where the Lord your God has scattered yoénd the Lord your God will circumcise your hieand the heart of
your descendants, to love the Lord your God witly@lir heart and with all your southat you may live.'(Deut 30:1-3,6
NKJV)

‘See, | have set before you today life and goodttdand evil, in that | command you today to Idwe ltord your God, to
walk in His ways, and to keep His commandmentsstdisites, and His judgmenthat you may live and multiply; and the
Lord your God will bless you in the land which ygmuto possess.... | call heaven and earth as ssggtoday against you,
that | have set before you life and death, blesaimg cursing; therefore choose life, that both wow your descendants may
live; that you may love the Lord your God, that ynay obey His voice, and that you may cling to HonHe is your life

and the length of your days; and that you may dimete land which the Lord swore to your fathéesAbraham, Isaac,

and Jacob, to give them(Deut 30:15,16, 19,20 NKJV)

‘But take careful heed to do the commandment aediathy which Moses the servant of the Lord commagdeadto love the
Lord your God, to walk in all His ways, to keep ld@nmandments, to hold fast to Him, and to serve With all your heart
and with all your soul (Josh 22:5 NKJV; remember to love / obey Lordtibat God’s given them {Reuben, Gad, %
Manasseh} the land)




‘Keep justice, and do righteousness, for My sabrats about to come, and My righteousness to bealed. Blessed is the
man who does this, and the son of man who laysdrolt who keeps from defiling the Sabbath, anebkehis hand from
doing any evil.... Also the sons of the foreigmbo join themselves to the Lord, to serve Him, @anldve the name of the
Lord, to be His servants— everyone who keeps from defiling the Sablaaith holds fast My covenant — even them | will
bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyfuViyn house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and trescrifices will be
accepted on My altar; for My house shall be cabeldouse of prayer for all nations(lsa 56:1,2, 6,7 NKJV)

‘And | prayed to the Lord my God, and made conéessand said, O Lord, great and awesome God, wkpskeélis covenant
and mercy with those who love Him, and with thole keep His commandmenigee have sinned and committed iniquity,
we have done wickedly and rebelled, even by dewgafitom Your precepts and Your judgmeni{®an 9:4,5 NKJV)

‘So it was, when | heard these words, that | satdand wept, and mourned for many days; | wasrfgsind praying
before the God of heaven. And | said: | pray, LGied of heaven, O great and awesome God, You wipoY@#& covenant
and mercy with those who love You and observe d@mumandmeniplease let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes op
that You may hear the prayer of Your servant whigtay before You now, day and night, for the ateitdof Israel Your
servants, and confess the sins of the childresrakl which we have sinned against You. Both ninefat house and | have
sinned. We have acted very corruptly against Yaod,lave not kept the commandments, the statutethenordinances
which You commanded Your servant Moses. Remenfras;, Ithe word that You commanded Your servanellasaying, If
you are unfaithful, | will scatter you among theioas; but if you return to Me, and keep My comnmaadts and do them,
though some of you were cast out to the farthestgfahe heavens, yet | will gather them from &hemnd bring them to the
place which | have chosen as a dwelling for My nanfeh 1:4-9 NKJV; Nehemiah remembers God’s prenisprayer)

But what do we hear today?

Thankfully, that was all OT. The “deliverables” the present NT age is quite different. Being thge'af grace”, what God
expects of us is to believe Jesus died for ourasaisto confess that before church, usually by imglown an aisle and
having your name read. If that is not possible,rihee should at least be given as being saved whilgsitation or the
like. Baptism should follow. We should attend chuafter saved but the Lord understands if we do not

Of course that is said with tongue-in-cheek, anthags some would accuse that description as beifagr @and harsh. However that is
the misunderstanding of many in our culture. WhesdJesus teach?

‘Then one of the scribes came, and having heanoh tiemsoning together, perceiving that He had ansdi¢hem well, asked
Him, Which is the first commandment of all? Jesusagered him, The first of all the commandmentslésar, O Israel, the
Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love Lord your God with all your heart, with all yosoul, with all your
mind, and with all your strength. This is the ficetmmandment. And the second, like it, is this: &f@ll love your neighbor
as yourself. There is no other commandment grehgar these.’(Mark 12:28-31 NKJV)

Note a proper understanding of this is essentiagditvation:

‘So the scribe said to Him, Well said, Teacher. ¥aue spoken the truth, for there is one God, &edetis no other but He.
And to love Him with all the heart, with all thederstanding, with all the soul, and with all theestgth, and to love one’s
neighbor as oneself, is more than all the wholenbofferings and sacrifices. Now when Jesus sawttbanswered wisely,
He said to him, You are not far from the kingdon®Gofl’ (Mark 12:32-34a NKJV)

In fact, Jesus states the entirety of the OT obitiga rests upon these two commands:

‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in thé?ldesus said to him, You shall love the Lord yood @ith all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your minthis is the first and great commandment. And tlcerse is like it: You shall
love your neighbor as yourself. On these two conthmemts hang all the Law and the Propheidatt 22:36-40 NKJV)

Whole-hearted devotioand obediencenasalwaysbeen the very essence of God’s demands upon Hiopk. — In preparing
this lesson, | searched for the verbiage to progiddence of this teaching back to Adam and couoldind the exact words
necessary. The concept may be seen however frouetiideginning:

® Adam was commanded to obey the Lord (Gen 2:15TH9 relationship was more than a servant howekere was love,
devotion and fellowship as evidenced by the Lortkimg with Adam in the garden (Gen 3:8).

® Enoch walked with God in love and devotion tiktLord took him without dying. Amos however stat@s cannot walk
together except they agree (Amos 3:3), therefo ks life was undoubtedly one of obedience.

e Abraham is one of the great examples of obediandeheld forth as such by James; yet in that fatly / works chapter,
James also reminds us that Abraham was a frie@bdf(James 2:23).

® [srael began its existence with the verses pusiyaread.

None could successfully argue that this principdginot apply as well to the angels; therefordghirbe saicbbedience finding it's
source in love is the manner of existence in thaddom of God




Whole-hearted devotioand obedienceare inseparable twins. — The Lord takes no satisfaction in pure servile admce as from
a slave under constriction. Nor is the Lord fodbgone saying he loves the Lord while living with regard to His command3ut
love and obedience is inseparably bound — one cartriove the Lord without striving to obey Him, and ane should not obey
without loving Him.

We must maintain a balance. No, although we loed_tird, we are never totally free from being selfed. And yes, there are times
we should obey just because it is something weldtany whether wéeel like it’ at the time or not. But on the whole, the proper
Christian life should be a balance of serving thedLbecause we want to, because we love Him.

This answers the question of th&ordship of Christin salvation. — Several years ago John MacArthur stirred the igshés
book The Gospel According to Jesasvhich he stated one may not be saved withocg@ting Jesus as Lord as well as Savior (it's a
sad commentary on our modern Christian culturetthiatwas controversial).

‘If you love Me, keep My commandments.... He vasoMy commandments and keeps them, it is he whs Mg. And he
who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and | Wille him and manifest Myself to him.... He whesdoot love Me does
not keep My words; and the word which you heamwisMine but the Father’'s who sent MgJohn 14:15, 21, 24 NKJV)

The plain teaching of scripture is there is no saktion without a life of obedience. — faith and disobedience is contrasted in
Scripture:

‘He who believegmiotetwr, pistewdn, ‘to have faith, to believe’n the Son has everlasting life; and he who doés no
believe[amelboy, apeitton, translated as ‘not obey’ in the RV, ASV, RSV, 8M, ESV] the Son shall not see life, but the
wrath of God abides on him(John 3:36 NKJV; definitions for ‘does not obey- Friberg's Lexicon: ‘(1) in relation to
Goddisobey, be disobedient?) of the most severe form of disobedienceglation to the gospel messatjebelieve, refuse
to believe, be an unbelieverThayer’s Lexicon:‘to not to allow oneself to be persuaded; not tonpdy with, to refuse or
withhold belief (in Christ, in the gospel; oppogedfaith, belief].”)

This is important to notehe opposite of faith is not a passive unbeliefdsuactive rebellion!

This has been accepted by believers throughout cheln history:  While this concept is denied by many in our nmrad&merican
Christian culture, this teaching halsvaysbeen accepted as the reality of the Christian Aifean example of the mentality amongst
many of our churches today: several years agockplan excellent Christian quote on my Facebook phgut the Christian living
obediently and a good Christian friend (and | diiclve he is a believer) replied batk believe obedience is part of the Christian life
is to make salvation based upon worklsld amount of reasoningsalvation is not based upon our obedience buta#n does

bring forth obediencegtc.) prevailed. This is a far too common mindiseto many churches today.

e “Wherefore none of the devices of the devil shallhidden from you, if, like Paul, ye perfectlyspess that faith and love
towards Christ which are the beginning and theadrde. The beginning of life is faith, and the end is lovAnd these two
being inseparably connected together, do perfee than of God; while all other things which are regite to a holy life
follow after them. No man making a profession ofifla ought to sin, nor one possessed of love to Hagebrother. For He
that said, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God,’ sa#@so, ‘and thy neighbor as thyself.” Those thatgfess themselves to be
Christ’'s are known not only by what they say, but What they practice. ‘For the tree is known by ftsiit.”” [the Epistle
of Ignatius to the Ephesian8D 30-107]

e “|f any one desires to travel to the appointed plabe must be zealous in his works. The knowledgeréfore, which is
given to us for the purpose of walking in this wag,the following. Thou shalt love Him that creatdtlee: thou shalt
glorify Him that redeemed thee from death. Thou $hlae simple in heart, and rich in spirit. Thou slitanot join thyself to
those who walk in the way of death. Thou shalt hakeing what is unpleasing to God: thou shalt hatk laypocrisy. Thou
shalt not forsake the commandments of the Lord. Thshalt not exalt thyself, but shalt be of a lowtyind. Thou shalt not
take glory to thyself. Thou shalt not take evil osel against thy neighbor. Thou shalt not allowrda@dness to enter into
thy soul. Thou shalt not commit fornication: thdwak not commit adultery: thou shalt not be a cpteu of youth. Thou shalt
not let the word of God issue from thy lips withyddnd of impurity. Thou shalt not accept persorigewthou reprovest any
one for transgression. Thou shalt be meek: tholi sbgeaceable. Thou shalt tremble at the wordshwthou hearest. Thou
shalt not be mindful of evil against thy brotheholi shalt not be of doubtful mind as to whethdriag shall be or not. Thou
shalt not take the name of the Lord in vain. Thisaitdove thy neighbor more than thine own sdiilou shalt not slay the
child by procuring abortion; nor, again, shalt thodestroy it after it is bornThou shalt not withdraw thy hand from thy
son, or from thy daughter, but from their infanbgu shalt teach them the fear of the Lord. Thout sizd covet what is thy
neighbor’s, nor shalt thou be avaricious. Thoutshat be joined in soul with the haughty, but ttstalt be reckoned with the



righteous and lowly. Receive thou as good thingdtials which come upon thee. Thou shalt not beéooible mind or of
double tongue, for a double tongue is a snare athdd hou shalt be subject to the Lord, and torattesters as the image of
God, with modesty and fear. Thou shalt not issaers with bitterness to thy maidservant or thy sarvant, who trust in
the same God, lest thou shouldst not reverence&abdtwho is above both; for He came to call menagsbrding to their
outward appearance, but according as the Spiriphgglared them. Thou shalt communicate in all thingh thy neighbor;
thou shalt not call things thine own; for if ye gr@rtakers in common of things which are incortiptihow much more
should you be of those things which are corruptibleu shalt not be hasty with thy tongue, for theuth is a snare of death.
As far as possible, thou shalt be pure in thy ddbalnot be ready to stretch forth thy hands to takelst thou contractest
them to give. Thou shalt love, as the apple ofdldye, every one that speaketh to thee the watttedford. Thou shalt
remember the day of judgment, night and day. Tlalt seek out every day the faces of the sairttsereby word examining
them, and going to exhort them, and meditating tmsave a soul by the word, or by thy hands thalt $bor for the
redemption of thy sins. Thou shalt not hesitatgive, nor murmur when thou givest. “Give to evengdhat asketh thee,”
and thou shalt know who is the good Recompenstireofeward. Thou shalt preserve what thou hastwedén charge,
neither adding to it nor taking from it. To thetlffsou shalt hate the wicked one. Thou shalt juitggeously. Thou shalt not
make a schism, but thou shalt pacify those thatecmhby bringing them together. Thou shalt confegsins. Thou shalt not
go to prayer with an evil conscience. This is tlaywf light.” [the Epistle of BarnabasAD 100]

® “For God sets before every race of mankind tHatkvis always and universally just, as well agighteousness; and
every race knows that adultery, and fornication homicide, and such like, are sinful; and thouggtytall commit such
practices, yet they do not escape from the knovedlat they act unrighteously whenever they sanith, the exception of
those who are possessed with an unclean spiritvanchave been debased by education, by wickedmssiand by sinful
institutions, and who have lost, or rather quendiadi put under, their natural ideas. For we mayttsstesuch persons are
unwilling to submit to the same things which theffict upon others, and reproach each other witstirroconsciences for the
acts which they perpetraténd hence | think that our Lord and Savior Jesus @t spoke well when He summed up all
righteousness and piety in two commandments. Theythese: ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God withl #thy heart, and
with all thy strength, and thy neighbor as thyselfor the man who loves God with all the heart, amdth all the strength,
being filled with a God-fearing mind, will reveremcno other God; and since God wishes it, he woldstarence that angel
[messenger] who is beloved by the same Lord and.@ad the man who loves his neighbor as himself wigh for him the
same good things that he wishes for himself, anchan will wish evil things for himself. Accordinglje who loves his
neighbor would pray and labor that his neighbor mayossessed of the same benefits as himself.dtvng else is
neighbor to man than that similarly-affectioned asasonable being - man. Therefore, since allemidness is divided into
two branches, namely, in so far as it regards Gaidnaen, whoever, says the Scripture, loves the Gard with all the heart,
and all the strength, and his neighbor as himaelfjld be truly a righteous man. But you were neskewn to be possessed
of friendship or love either towards God, or towsatke prophets, or towards yourselves, but, agdest, you are ever found
to be idolaters and murderers of righteous methayou laid hands even on Christ Himself; anthte very day you abide
in your wickedness, execrating those who provettiiatman who was crucified by you is the ChrishyNmore than this, you
suppose that He was crucified as hostile to anskecuby God, which supposition is the product ofryoaost irrational mind.
For though you have the means of understandinghfsaiman is Christ from the signs given by Mogses,you will not; but,

in addition, fancying that we can have no argumems put whatever question comes into your mimdsle you yourselves
are at a loss for arguments whenever you meetsittie firmly established Christian.Diplogue of Justin Martyr with
Trypho, a JewAD 110-165]

® ‘It clearly appears that there was but one Autifdsoth the Old and the New law, from the fact iBhrist condemned
traditions and customs repugnant to the formerleAtie confirmed its most important precepts, angathat He was
Himself the end of the Mosaic Law. (1) For the itiad of the elders themselves, which they pretendeobserve from the
law, was contrary to the law given by Moses. Whaneflso Esaias declares: ‘Thy dealers mix the witle water,” showing
that the elders were in the habit of mingling aexed tradition with the simple command of God; tkathey set up a
spurious law, and one contrary to the true lavglas the Lord made plain, when He said to them,y\Wi ye transgress the
commandment of God, for the sake of your traditiéfd? not only by actual transgression did theytketlaw of God at
nought, mingling the wine with water; but they at®i up their own law in opposition to it, whichtésmed, even to the
present day, the pharisaical. In this law they seggpcertain things, add others, and interpretstlagain, as they think
proper, which their teachers use, each one inquéati; and desiring to uphold these traditionsy there unwilling to be
subject to the law of God, which prepares thentdercoming of Christ. But they did even blame tloed_for healing on the
Sabbath-days, which, as | have already observedatindid not prohibit. For they did themselvespie sense, perform acts
of healing upon the Sabbath-day, when they circsetta man on that day; but they did not blame tekms for
transgressing the command of God through traditiand the aforesaid pharisaical law, and for not keéag the
commandment of the law, which is the love of G¢#) But that this is the first and greatest commandmeahd that the
next has respect to love towards our neighbor, twed has taught, when He says that the entire landathe prophets
hang upon these two commandments. Moreover, Hertitl Himself bring down from heaven any other comndment
greater than this one, but renewed this very sanme ¢o His disciples, when He enjoined them to l&ed with all their
heart, and others as themselvédut if He had descended from another Father, lemeould have made use of the first
and greatest commandment of the law; but He wonttbubtedly have endeavored by all means to bringndogreater one



than this from the perfect Father, so as not toanede of that which had been given by the Godefatv. And Paul in like
manner declares, ‘Love is the fulfilling of the lAand he declares that when all other things Heeen destroyed, there shall
remain ‘faith, hope, and love; but the greatestlbis love;’ and that apart from the love of Go@jther knowledge avails
anything, nor the understanding of mysteries, adhf nor prophecy, but that without love all acdléw and vain; moreover,
that love makes man perfect; and that he who I@@sis perfect, both in this world and in that whis to comeFor we do
never cease from loving God; but in proportion ag wontinue to contemplate Him, so much the morewd® love Him.(3)
As in the law, therefore, and in the Gospel likeyihe first and greatest commandment is, to lbgd_brd God with the
whole heart, and then there follows a commandnileatd it, to love one’s neighbor as one’s selé #uthor of the law and
the Gospel is shown to be one and the same. Faréwepts of an absolutely perfect life, since theythe same in each
Testament, have pointed out to us the same Godceitainly has promulgated particular laws adafae@ach; but the
more prominent and the greatest commandments, wtithioich salvation cannot be attained, He has égHars to observe
the same in both.” Ifanaeus Against Heresie&D 120-202]

e “You will say, then, to me, ‘Is God angry?’ Yes; He angry with those who act wickedly, but He isoglh and kind, and
merciful, to those who love and fear Him; for He & chastener of the godly, and Father of the rigbtes; but He is a
judge and punisher of the impious.[from Theophilus of AntiochAD 115-168]

e “EXHORTATION TO THE HEATHEN: Let the light therhéne in the hidden part of man, that is, the heart} let the
beams of knowledge arise to reveal and irradiaéenttiden inner man, the disciple of the Light, fdmiliar friend and
fellow-heir of Christ; especially now that we has@me to know the most precious and venerable nditie @ood Father,
who to a pious and good child gives gentle counseld commands what is salutary for His chilé.who obeys Him has
the advantage in all things, follows God, obeys #ather, knows Him through wandering, loves Godyks his neighbor,
fulfills the commandment, seeks the prize, clairhg promise. But it has been God’s fixed and congtparpose to save
the flock of men: for this end the good God senethood Shepherd. And the Word, having unfolded theh, showed to
men the height of salvation, that either repentitigey might be saved, or refusing to obey, they nmiilgé judged. This is
the proclamation of righteousness: to those thategbglad tidings; to those that disobey, judgménffrom Clement of
Alexandria;AD 153-217]

® “AN ANSWER TO THE JEWS: He gave to all nations telfsame law, which at definite and stated tikhe€njoined
should be observed, when He willed, and throughnwvhie willed, and as He willed. For in the beginnafghe world He
gave to Adam himself and Eve a law, that they wateto eat of the fruit of the tree planted in thiglst of paradise; but that,
if they did contrariwise, by death they were to. déhich law had continued enough for them, haaérbkeptFor in this

law given to Adam we recognize in embryo all thepepts which afterwards sprouted forth when givanough Moses;
that is, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God from thyhole heart and out of thy whole soul; Thou shattMe thy neighbor as
thyself; Thou shalt not kill; Thou shalt not commidultery; Thou shalt not steal; False witness thehalt not utter;
Honor thy father and mother; and, That which is attteer’s, shalt thou not covet. For the primordial ¥@was given to
Adam and Eve in paradise, as the womb of all thegepts of God. In short, if they had loved the Ldleir God, they
would not have contravened His precefftom Tertullian; AD 145-220]

® “Most properly does God, instead of worship or hanoequire love from us, because in this way He tees that no
other worship is pleasing to Him than what is voltary; for no man will actually obey God but he whoves Him.... Let
us learn, that the commencement of godliness is litne of God, because God disdains the forced sew/bf men, and
chooses to be worshiped freely and willingly; ared Us also learn, that under the love of God islumted the reverence
due to him.... God does not rest satisfied with theward appearance of works, but chiefly demante tnward feelings,
that from a good root good fruits may grow.[John CalvinHarmony of the Gospéls

e THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM, 1563Question 1. What is thy only comfort in life and d#éh? Answer. That | with
body and soul, both in life and death, am not myrmvut belong unto my faithful Savior Jesus Christho, with his
precious blood, hath fully satisfied for all my sjrand delivered me from all the power of the deard so preserves me that
without the will of my heavenly Father, not a heén fall from my head; yea, that all things mussbbservient to my
salvation, and therefore, by his Holy Spirit, heoshssures me of eternal life, and makes me sigagiting and ready,
henceforth, to live unto him. -Question 4. What doth the law of God require of ugthswer. Christ teaches us that
briefly, Matthew 22:37-40, “Thou shalt love the Ldrthy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, ahwith all thy mind,
and with all thy strengthThis is the first and the great commandment; Aedsecond is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments alhtige law and the prophets.” — Question 5. Céimst keep all these
things perfectly? Answer. In no wise; for | am pedoy nature to hate God and my neighborQuestion 63. Do not our
good works merit, which yet God will reward in théed in the future life? Answer. This reward is hof merit but of
grace. — Question 64. But doth not this doctrine ksamen careless and profane? Answer. By no medosit is
impossible that those, who are implanted into Chifiy a true faith, should not bring forth fruits othankfulness.

e THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH, 1646: (Gpod works are only such as God has commanded i; H
holy Word and not such as, without the warrant thereofdarésed by men, out of blind zeal, or upon anygee of good
intention. (2)These good works, done in obedience to God’s comaina@ents, are the fruits and evidences of a true and
lively faith: and by them believers manifest thefrankfulness, strengthen their assurance, edify itherethren, adorn the



profession of the Gospel, stop the mouths of theexdaries, and glorify God, whose workmanship tlag, created in
Christ Jesus thereunto, that, having their fruit da holiness, they may have the end, eternal I{f&) Their ability to do
good works is not at all of themselves, but whdhigm the Spirit of Christ.And that they may be enabled thereunto, beside
the graces they have already received, there igreztjan actual influence of the same Holy Sptioitwork in them to will,
and to do, of His good pleasure: yet are they rogipon to grow negligent, as if they were not lootanperform any duty
unless upon a special motion of the Spirit; buy thieght to be diligent in stirring up the graceGxd that is in them. (4)
They who, in their obedience, attain to the gradteght which is possible in this life, are so fimm being able to
supererogate, and to do more than God requird¢batthey fall short of much which in duty they are bodrto do.(5) We
cannot by our best works merit pardon of sin, oestal life at the hand of Godby reason of the great disproportion that is
between them and the glory to come; and the iefidistance that is between us and God, whom, lmg,the can neither
profit, nor satisfy for the debt of our former sibsit when we have done all we can, we have doheuruduty, and are
unprofitable servants: and because, as they armd gjogy proceed from His Spirit, and as they areught by us, they are
defiled, and mixed with so much weakness and inggéicdn, that they cannot endure the severity of' Spaigment. (6)
Notwithstanding, the persons of believers being egted through Christ, their good works also are apted in Him; not
as though they were in this life wholly unblamabdend unreproveable in God's sight; but that He, look upon them in
His Son, is pleased to accept and reward that whigkincere, although accompanied with many wealksesand
imperfections.(7) Works done by unregenerate men, althoughhntatter of them they may be things which God
commands; and of good use both to themselves dedsotyet, because they proceed not from an hadfiga by faith; nor
are done in a right manner, according to the Wood;to a right end, the glory of God, they are ¢fi@re sinful and cannot
please God, or make a man meet to receive grace@ad: and yet, their neglect of them is more s$iafd displeasing unto
God.

e THE WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM)uestion 1: What is the chief end of man? AnswerMan’s chief

end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him for ever- Question 2: What rule hath God given to direchaw we may glorify
and enjoy Him? Answer 2: The Word of God, whickastained in the Scriptures of the Old and New dmesnts, is the only
rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy Him.Question 39. What is the duty which God reghi@tman? Answer
39. The duty which God requireth of man is obedietacHis revealed will. — Question 40. What did Gadirst reveal to
man for the rule of his obedience? Answer 40. Tie which God at first revealed to man for his dbade, was the Moral
Law. — Question 41. Where is the Moral Law summyardmprehended? — Answer 41. The Moral Law is surityna
comprehended in the Ten CommandmentQuestion 42. What is the sum of the Ten Commandns@mnswer 42. The
sum of the Ten Commandments is, “to love the Longr &od” with all our heart, all our soul, with allour strength, and
with all our mind; and our neighbor as ourselves.

The love demanded from believers is an act of theilv. — Note this is a&aommandnot something the Lordishesto see in His
people. Love therefore cannot be merely the ematisentimental “mush” of the world since emotioesndt respond to commands.
Ratherlove is a rational decision which responds in obedce, possibly in spite of our emotions.

There is no exception to this command due to agerlitations. — This is not something limited to adults and childeze
excused, nor are the elderly exempt due to their @g: Dunkards’ belief in allowing the children“sow their wild oats” since the
Lord promises to bring them back.

This is not a command which we either obey or we doot obey; rather it is a matter of degrees. —Since this is essential to
salvation, no one saved ignores this command yofdthr is there any believer who would be brashughao state they fully live this
command. But do we embrace the lie tisice this is impossible to fully obey, why worty?- that is an excuse for disobedience.
The Lord desires our love and obedience to grafwve pray 5 minutes, the Lord desires 10 minutiese pray 10 minutes, the Lord
desires 15 minutes. If we study our bibles 3 haungek, the Lord desires 4 hours. If we study 4$iabe Lord desires 5 houiEhis
is not a matter of the Lord “moving the goal”, ratir it is a matter of the Lord continually showing usare of ourselves He wants
us to surrender

Two practical responses to this teaching:

® One should obviously be to examine our lives feaa of failuresln the light of the most important command Christ
could give us, what are our excuses for refusingaioey?

® Note the emphasis the Lord puts on our balancedat®mn (love / obedience). Some have said “we areeshto serve.”

It would be more accurate to state “we are savedbtee the Lord, the natural outgrowth of which iesvice” When we
serve the Lord, is the motive one of love? How dlmawm prayers? | know with families it is extremeligficult to be alone
with the Lord. Prayer with our children / parents good, prayers with our spouses are proper, pbdiyers in church are
commanded; but when was the last time we wereyralidhe and intimate with the Lord? Is our prayegwen and honest? Do
we expose our hidden selves to the Lord or do e thioughts which we know to be sinful, feelingsohttwe think no
others feel, fears which we den@®r closest, most intimate friend should be the dor(l feel sorry for professed believers
to whom Christianity is a list of “dos and don’ts’Christianity is a loving relationship with our Gagdhe outcome of which
is our desire to obey and please Him!)




